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but not forming part of the formal business of Parliament. It was
disclosed to the Committee that the member himself had been guilty
of the misconduct in question and, except for a single case, could not
substantiate any of the charges against his fellow-members which he
had published in a periodical circulating among journalists.1
The House of Commons has the right to enforce its privileges and Committal
to regulate its proceedings by punishing those who offend against the S? tem t
House.  A member guilty of disorderly conduct, who refuses to     n    p *
withdraw, may on being named by the Speaker be suspended from
the service of the House either for a specified time or for the re-
mainder of the session. Punishment may also take the form of an
admonition by the Speaker^SrTn more serious cases of a reprimand
by the Speaker, or of commitment to prison by order of the House.
The House of Commons may, in virtue of its inherent and essential
right to control its own proceedings and maintain its dignity,
commit any person for contempt, but such commitment cannot
be for a fixed term, as a prisoner is automatically entitled to release
when the House is prorogued. In parliamentary language the term,
breach of privilege, is sometimes used as synonymous with contempt,
in the same sense as in contempt of court.2(But it is clear that a
member of the House or qth&r^ person may be adjudged by the
House of Commons to be guilty of contempt without the actual
infringement of any parliamentary privilege^ Thus m,,dJ£jghgrf$
ifCJggg1 Jthe Committee of Privileges reported that the unfoun3e3"
imputation in regard to the proceedings of party meetings held in
private within the precincts of the Palace of Westminster involved
an affront to the House as such. But information about such meet-
ings was not in itself a breach of privilege. This confusion of language
is particularly unsatisfactory to a lawyer, because the issue cannot
readily be tested in a court of law. If it arises in relation to the internal
proceedings of the House, as is most likely, the High Court will
decline to intervene.  Similarly there is no power in the Court to
enquire into the validity of a committal for contempt, as such, by
the House.  Only if the actual cause of the committal is disclosed
and is proved to be unlawful can the court give redress.3
The right of the House of Commons to the exclusive control of Payment of
financial measures,4 and the right of impeachment5 are more appro- Members-
priately discussed when considering the financial and judicial func-
tions of Parliament. It is convenient to refer here to the question of
the payment of members of Parliament. Since 1911 every member
not in receipt of an official salary has received a salary, which was
raised from £400 to £600 a year by the Appropriation Act, 1937, and
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